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l>v J^i:tku Schmidt, 

0/ ihr Avndt’vtii of Srlenm^, St. l^etersdmnj. 



There wa.s recently described by Prof. David Starr Jordan and J. O, 
Snyder a new Liparidid from the deep waters of Japan, whicli 
they believed to represent a new ovniis and species, namely, Tr!sme~ 
gistui^ (ftrsioni, B}" chance a second sp(‘ciinen of this interestino* and 
iindoubt(‘dl}’ new form is in a collection of rlapanese lishes which I 
])rou^-ht home from my journey to Japan in P)Ol, and so I can in some 
respects complete the description given by the previously mentioned 
authors. 




A minute comparison of my s])ecimcfi Avith tlie original description 
has shown that it is undoubtedly the same form as that described, but 
lean not agree with tln^ opinion of President Jordan and Mr. J. O. 
Snyd(‘i‘ that it must Ijc regard(‘d as re])resenting a new genus, ditfm'ing 
from Lqnirh. This new genus ditfers from according to these 

eminent American ichthyologists, only ** in having the skin rough Avith 
prickles, Avith ]>road, rounded leases like thumb tacks.'' This pecul- 
iarity can of course b(‘ i-egarded as a generic one, but I must call 

« On a Collection of Fi>«h(*s made by ^Ir. Alan ( )W!^tou in tlie l)ec*i> Watters of .lapan. 
Smiths. IMiscell. Coll., X\A\ 1904, p. 2MS, pi. Lviii. 
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attontion to the followiiio- facts: We know anotlnn* wliicli lias 

tlic same peculiarity. Jt is eovc^red, and often v(uy densely covered, 
with oss(‘ous ])rickles. It is r(‘u'ard(al as a variety of a very common 
Arctic speci(‘s, /r//»vVv’/ Kroyer (~7>. tuinratu Keinbardt), 

Lono- ago this form was d(\scril)ed by C. F. Li'UkeiF' as J/tpavix fdl>- 
rirl! Kroyer forma Irpiu^na and tigni-ed liy him on his Idate X^^, tig. 5. 
In the zoological museum of the Imperial Acachmiy ot Scimices of St. 
Peters! )Ui*g w(‘ lm <‘ some still imdescril)(‘d spiauiiKuis of this variety, 
brought by ^Ir. N. M. Knipovitch from ^lurman, on the coast of 
Lapland. By the kind permission of Mr. Knipovitch I have compared 
the structiii'e of the })rickles of both forms. The prickles of Upur'fx 
fahrlcil h^proHo are exa<*tly like' those of the Japam'se form. They 
are also armed each with a shai’p spicule, ]>ut the plate' is not so Hat as 
in Jj'qxfris otrst(tin. It is ine)re eoni(‘al, though of the same character. 
It has even the same radiating striations. 1 be'lievc that if a pe'culiarity 
is not even of a si)t‘e*iiie* value' (other varietie'S of the same IJjxfrJs f(fh- 
rlc'n have no such prickles at all) it can not be' taken as the' distinction 
of a genus. In all othe'i- respe'eds the new dapaiu'se form is a true 
JJparix^ of course of gigantic dimensions, Init entire'l}" like' — for 
iiistane*e, Llparlx itijassizil Putnam as already mentioned liy Preif. 
D. 8. Jordan anel J. O. Snyder. 

]\Iy spe*e*imen is a little larger than the type'; its total length is 457 
mm.; h'ligth to base of caudal tin, 417 mm.; it is a full-grown female 
lilled with eggs, which was purchased 1)V me in the tish market at 
Nagasaki, in April, P.M)1, and is now e-atalogued in the ie*hth>mlogie*al 
collections of the zoological museum of the Imperial Ae*ademy of 
Sciene*es in St. Petersburg as Ko. 13l7o. Japanese' tishe'rmen have 
informed me that it is a very rare fe)rm, with no Japane'se name. 

The' tin formula of my specimen is D. 42, A. 34, P. 43, (\ lb; lu'ad 
41 in length measured te> base of caudal tin; depth 5; ey^' in length 
of lie'ad; sne)ut 27.,: width e>f mouth 1|; wielth e>f interorbital si)ace 
27r- It ditfers fi-e>m the described species by the width of the inter- 
oi’bital space', w hie'h is a little' larger (27,. instead of 17), but 1 have no 
doubt that this is a dillereiieM' e)f individual e)i’ possibly a si'xual cliar- 
acte'r (the' sex of the described specie's is not give'u by the' authors). 

Inte'i’ejrbital spae*e‘ flat; gill rake'rs 1 + 7. like' warts ce)ve'red with 
seta', placed in a double i*ow on the imu'r and e)n the e)ute'r side e)f a 
gill an*h; width of gill eipening contained 21 times in the' le'iigth e>f 
head; origiii of deirsal at a vertical ]>assing thi'e^ngh a point about one 

^ Chr. F. Taitken. Ft til Kuiulsc^al) om Ivara-Have‘ts Fisko. I)ijinplii)a 

Tablets Zoul.-Dot. Felbytte: Kjobeailiavn, iSSb. 

Api)arently Lijxiris f<(hricH belongs to the same‘ gnui]) ( as L. ouXoui. 

To iSettle* tlnally the* question of the generic value' of these prie*kle‘s, we should know 
under what eoii<litions L. fnhrUul is witlnuit ]u-ickles; whether these structures be 
seasonal, sexual, diineu-phie*, rudimentary, or on localized individuals. In otlu'r 
words, what is the real significance of Liitken’s “forma Ir]>rosa/' — D. S. J. 
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diameter of eye ]>ohind ]>ase of ])erto]*a1; orioin of anal l)eloAv tenth 
dorsal spine; both liiis unit(‘d w ith the eaudah hut tlnnr tips reaching* 
to the end of second third of tin' len^-th of caudal, and not as di'scribed 
and tin-ured by M(‘ssrs. dordan and Snychu*. Thu caudal tin of the 
American si)ecimen (see tii^’. 1) conveys the impression that it hns been 
broken on the tip and restored by the artist. 

Skin thick and loose, in irreoailar folds, covered with thumb taek-like 
[dates which make it roui»'h: a broad loni’-itudinal ])and on the side in 
the middle Ix'twc'eu dorsal and anal smoother. These plates eover 
also the outer side of basal parts of pectoral tins; caudal not convex 



Fig. 1!.— Liparis owstuni, skin with prickles. 

posteriorly, tin* posterior margin of the tin coui[)leteh" ti'uncate; pec- 
toi'als as d(‘scribed by ^lessrs. Jordan and Snvdi'r. Disk oval, with 
thin margins; its longitudinal diameter contaiiu'd times in the length 
of head. The distanei' of the anal opeiiing from tlu' hind margin of 
tlu‘ disk is e([ual to tin' width of the mouth. Color gi*ay-yellowish. 
clouded with darkei* gi*ay and lilackish on (he dorsal sid(‘; margin of 
the hind part of dor.sal, caudal tin. and anal with base' of them black- 
ish; pectoral dai*k gray, on the inner or posterioi* side blackish. 

J Ix'lieve that all of these slight (liscrepanei(‘s noted above do not 
indicate specific ditlerenci', and that my specimen belongs to the species 
or Trisrnegixtu^i utvstonL 




